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Friday, March 13, 2026, 8:00 pm 
Pre-Concert Discussion at 7:15 pm 

 
First Church of the Nazarene of Pasadena 

 
 

Program 
 
Overture for Winds, Op. 24 …………………………………….. Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 
 
Peer Gynt Suite No. 1, Op. 46 …………..……………………………. Edvard Grieg (1843-1907) 
 Morning Mood 
 Åse’s Death 
 Anitra’s Dance 
 In the Hall of the Mountain King 
 

Intermission 
 
Zigeunerweisen, Op. 20 ………………………………………….. Pablo de Sarasate (1844-1908) 
 

Naomi Jones, violin 
2026 Young Artist Competition Winner, Junior Division 

 
Scherzo from Symphony No. 9, Op. 125 ………………….. Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) 
  



PROGRAM NOTES – PCO CONCERT, MARCH 13, 2026 

Felix Mendelssohn was a German composer of the early Romantic period in 
classical music.  He was also a pianist, conductor and organist. He grew up in 
an intellectual, well-to-do family where his astonishing early musical talents 
were nurtured by his pianist mother and a series of influential teachers of the 
day. He was warmly welcomed in London many times, where he composed 
and conducted London orchestras. Even Queen Victoria was a fan! 

Mendelssohn’s musical style was rooted in a mastery of the classical masters like Mozart and 
Beethoven and he opened the door to the Romantic period of Chopin, Brahms, and Wagner. Often 
in a light and energetic style, his works are a beloved staple of the orchestral scene. The Overture 
for Winds was written when he was 15 for an 11-member group and later arranged for a much 
larger wind ensemble in the tradition of German wind bands. It is graceful and elegant, with a slow 
stately opening transitioning to a faster and lighter section with many shifts between soft and loud. 

The city of Bergen in Norway celebrates its most famous citizen, Edvard 
Grieg, with numerous statues in his image, a large concert hall, and its most 
advanced music school. He was raised in a musical family that sent him to 
the Leipzig Conservatory to continue his studies. His best-loved work is 
surely the Peer Gynt Suite No. 1, originally written as incidental music to a 
play by the Norwegian dramatist Henrik Ibsen. The first movement, Morning 
Mood, is a graceful depiction of sunrise over the Moroccan desert, reflecting 
a scene in the play. The final movement entitled In the Hall of the Mountain 
King, depicts the trolls of Norwegian myth. It is a great example of Grieg’s 
skill in orchestration, and especially, the pacing which gradually gets faster 
and more frenetic. This exciting piece was not selected for Disney’s classic 

film Fantasia. But surely, what cinematic imagination might it have stirred?  

Pablo de Sarasate was a Spanish virtuoso violinist of the late 19th 
century. His technical mastery of the violin was legendary, and he 
excelled in arrangements of showpieces. Today he is best known for 
his own compositions, including the Carmen Fantasy, and tonight’s 
work, Zigeunerweisen. The story goes that the age of five, he grabbed 
his father’s violin and played it perfectly. Encouraged by his parents, 
he studied at the Conservatoire de Paris where he competed and won the prestigious Premier Prix. 
He was renowned not just for his technical skill, but for his pure tone and avoidance of the 
sentimental or over-dramatic. Success carried him all over Europe, and North and South America. 

Zigeunerweisen (Gypsy Airs) is a showpiece for violin and orchestra and is one of Sarasate’s most 
popular works, beloved by violinists capable of mastering its technical challenges – like tonight’s 
soloist, Naomi Jones. It is played as a single movement but can be divided into four distinct 
sections. A majestic intro from the orchestra welcomes the violin which enters softly, followed by 
a section that requires advanced bowing to produce rapid notes. Then follows a melancholic tune 
in a short/long rhythm and it ends with a breathtaking passage with many advanced playing 
techniques. A showpiece indeed! 



Ludwig van Beethoven needs no introduction, though you might not recognize 
him as a young man of 29 in this engraving, as he is not scowling! Symphony 
No. 9, his last, is epic on a scale then unknown in the classical world in form, 
length, and emotional intensity. From the hushed opening phrase, the audience 
is drawn into a new sound world. Audiences would have been stunned by the 
entry of a baritone soloist in the glorious Ode to Joy that ends the work.  
 

Tonight, we hear the second movement Scherzo. In Beethoven’s hands, it has an exciting drive 
that barely lightens up. Throughout, the tympani (kettledrums) play an outsized role, emphasizing 
the rhythm. At the very start they leap into a gap in the music with a 3-note figure that permeates 
the movement. In the middle there is a ‘trio’ interlude that prominently features the winds. But 
then the rhymical drive returns and carries the music to a sudden and dramatic conclusion.  
 
 
About tonight’s soloist.  Naomi Jones is 12 years old, and her passion is 
playing violin. She is a student of renowned violinist Joan Kwuon, at the 
Colburn School in Los Angeles, California. Naomi began studying the violin 
at the age of 4 with Megan Shung and subsequently with Aimee Kreston at 
the Pasadena Conservatory of Music. 
 
Recently, Naomi won first place in the 2026 Los Angeles Youth Classical 
Competition for Piano and Strings at Fried Music. Notable achievements 
include being a prizewinner in the 2023 Music Teachers’ Association of 
California VOCE State Finals (solo strings competition) and awarded 
honorable mention in 2024. She was also a prizewinner in the 2024 Bellflower 
Young Artist Concerto Competition, and won the MTAC – Glendale Branch, 
Orchestra Performance Competition. 
 
Naomi has been the Concertmaster of the Pasadena Youth Symphony Orchestra, Sinfonia in 2024-
2025 and the Concertmaster of PYSO, Overture Strings in 2023-2024, performing at the 
Ambassador Auditorium. She has also been a member of several chamber music quartets. Naomi 
has performed in solo masterclasses for Almita Vamos, Martin Beaver and Lina Bahn and 
performed in chamber music masterclasses for Moni Simeonov and Jonathan Moerschel. During 
the summer of 2025, Naomi attended Sounding Point Academy at Colburn School with Kathleen 
Winkler as her teacher. Naomi also enjoys opera singing, playing piano, studying music theory, as 
well as reading and photography. 

Program notes by Stephen Unwin, PCO Board member 
 
 

AUDIENCE SURVEY 
 

We want to hear from you! Who are you?  Why do you attend PCO 
concerts?  How can we improve your concert experience?   
 
PCO wants to know what you think so we can create the best concert 
experiences for everyone. Please complete our survey on your phone (or at 
home) using the QR code or following the URL below. Thank you for being 
part of our music community! Survey closes on March 27.  
https://tinyurl.com/bddmep59  

 



PERSONNEL   
 

CONDUCTOR 
Bethany Pflueger 

 
VIOLIN I 
Hong-Yi Hiroki Hon* 
    Concertmaster 
Jane Yu* 
    Co-Concertmaster 
Ilana Amos 
Alex Birkhold 
Melissa Froehlich 
Curtis Horton 
Deanna Kitamura 
Frank Mori 
David Lee Ruest 
Nancy Smith 
Mary Yang 

 
VIOLIN II 
David Daniels* 
    Acting Principal  
Armand Asatoorian 
Martina Chen 
Yuri Choe 
Jenna Elliott 
Michael Fedrick 
Daniel Hooper 
Joe Kertes 
Tim McElrath 
Hani Nejadriahi 
Oliver Truong 
Erica Zabowski 
 
VIOLAS 
Tammy Cognetta* 
Elizabeth Giles 
Rachel Goodrich 
Mary House 
Janina Morrison 
 

Yoji Sierra  
Anna Xan Urso 
Kris Wittry  
 
CELLOS 
Kristin Nyquist* 
Lara Ausubel 
Ryan Fogal 
Angela Kang 
Carrie Lux 
Michael Pinkham 
Angelina Reddy 
Elizabeth Wood 
 
BASSES 
Keith Brown* 
Sam Hwang 
Masis Parunyun 
Manny Remirez 
David Tranchina 
 
FLUTES  
Irene Kim* 
Olga Bergh* 
Penelope Murav 
 
OBOES 
Aubree Cedillo* 
Lynn Olson 
Alex Banbury 
 
CLARINETS 
Richard Holloway* 
Kaitlyn Davidson 
Jess Joswick 
Dave Nicholson* 
Jose Moreno* 
 
	

BASSOONS 
Ilana Marks* 
Don Fisher* 
 
HORNS 
Emily Kramer 
Mariela Lee 
Sam Park-Beaty 
Jennifer Thayer 

 
TRUMPETS 
Mathew Harwich* 
Scott Dagg 
Joel Stoup 
 
TROMBONES 
Chuck Jacks* 
Eric Kirchhoff 
Olivia Nava 
 
EUPHONIUM 
Christine Cheung 
 
TUBA 
Felix Diaz 
 
PERCUSSION 
Derrick Jaramillo 
Therese Laux 
Brendan Moriak 

 
STAGE MANAGER 
Gary Green 
 
LIBRARIANS 
Thom Fountain 
Olga Bergh 

 
*Principal or Guest  
Artist 

UPCOMING 2025-2026 SEASON CONCERTS 
 

Fridays at 8:00pm. Pre-Concert Discussion at 7:15 pm 
 

May 8 - featuring Rachael Kim, Young Artist Competition Winner in the Open Division 
Saturday, June 6, 6:30pm - Annual Concert in the Park, at Sierra Madre Memorial Park  



STAY IN TOUCH 
 
Stay informed about Orchestra events and news by visiting our website at 
https://www.pcomusic.org/ for up-to-date concert information. We’re moving away from reliance 
on paper communication, but you can pick up a copy of the season brochure at any of our concerts. 
Subscribe to our concert announcements and occasional e-mail Newsletter at ‘Contact us’ on the 
website www.pcomusic.org, or by sending a short email to info@pcomusic.org. We’re also on 
social media, and you can find Orchestra news there: 

 
Facebook:  @PCO1983   https://www.facebook.com/PCO1983/  
 
X/Twitter: @PCOrchestra   https://twitter.com/PCOrchestra  
 
Instagram:  https://www.instagram.com/pasadenacommunityorchestra/ 
 
YouTube:   https://www.youtube.com/@PCO1983  
 

PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING 
 
We rely on our generous donors for a major part of our operating 
budget. Please consider donating to keep the Pasadena Community 
Orchestra performing always-free concerts for our local community. 
We accept donations by check, PayPal, Zelle, major credit card via 
PayPal, and we gladly accept cash donations at our concerts. All 
donations are fully tax-deductible.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

♦ PASADENA COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS ♦ 
BOBBY URSO, Interim President ♦ BETHANY PFLUEGER, Music Director 

Mary House, Past President ♦ Tammy Cognetta ♦ Thom Fountain ♦ Gary Green  
Joe Kertes ♦ Eric Kirchhoff ♦ Stephen Unwin 

 
♦ www.pcomusic.org ♦ 

Pasadena Community Orchestra Foundation, P.O. Box 92917, Pasadena, CA 91109-2917 

Scan the QR code to go to the donation page: 
https://www.pcomusic.org/support-donate/ We accept Zelle at 

payment@pcomusic.org 



DONORS 
We thank our many donors who have generously given to the Pasadena Community Orchestra 
since May 1, 2025, and the many donors who attended the Young Artist Competition fundraising 
recital on October 4, 2025. Your support is greatly appreciated. We also thank the many volunteers 
who work behind the scenes to make our concert season possible. 
 

CORPORATE SPONSOR 
Mary Thornton House PC 
Sempra Energy 
 
MAJOR BENEFACTOR  
($1000 & above) 
Alexander Birkhold 
   & Andrew Norman 
Walt Fidler 
Thomas J. Fountain III 
Eric Kirchhoff 
Adrienne Lee & Raynor Carrol 
   for percussion supplies 
Jake & Helen Parunyan 
Pedro Pizarro & Monica Kohler 
Jennifer & Chris Thayer for  
   piano rental 
Stephen Unwin 
Ruth Wolman, The Otto & 
   Marianne Wolman Foundation 
 
CONDUCTOR'S PODIUM 
($500-$999) 
Bruce & Lynn Haines 
Bruce Linsenmayer 
Gloria & Don Pitzer 
Brad & Susan M. Ratliff 
Wayne & Sue Reinecke, 
   in memory of Alan Reinecke 
William & Rita Tully 
 
CHAIR SPONSOR 
($250-$499) 
Charles Dunn & Sumita Nandi 
Michael & Kim Fedrick 
Michael & Deborah Fox 
John Hallstrom 
Richard & Ruth Halverstadt 
Michael Horner 
Deanna Kitamura 
Inge Kohl in memory of 
   Roy Kohl 
Lyn MacDougall 
Gregory Reddy 
Eugene & Martha Ruane 
Charles & Barbara Schufreider 
James Thornton & Mary House 
 
PATRON ($100-$249) 
Rich Alvidrez 
Ilana Amos for purchase 
   of sheet music 
Dirk Asjes 
Charles & Donna Bailey 
Elana Beame 
Margusto Beaver-Ferriols 
 

Ira Bershatsky 
Benjamin Birnbaum 
A. Diane Branson 
Marilyn Brumder 
Ilse Cassell in memory of  
   William K. Cassell 
Aubree Cedillo 
Jason Chan 
Chih Chen Chang 
Yuri Choe 
Janice Croft 
David Daniels 
Laura DeFrancesco 
Carrie Diaz 
Cindy Fong 
David & Patricia Fortmeier 
Jeffrey & Carol Gerber 
Thomas Gertmenian 
Stephen Houston 
Martha & Radford Hunt 
Joe & Trish Kertes 
Emily Kramer 
Laurence Leeland 
Kenneth & Nancy Levin in honor of 
   violinist Ilana Amos 
Laraine Madden 
Mark & Wendy McGrail 
Moon Family Charitable Trust 
Monica Moriak 
Norma Mota-Altman 
Daryl Nagamine 
Kevin O'Herin 
Bill & Beth Owen 
Janet Peters 
Alan Prochaska 
Patricia Rees 
Nancy & George Rothwell 
Larry Rubenstein & Susan Auyang 
Susan & Bill Sheiff, in memory of 
   Dr. Roy Kohl 
Marie Spencer in memory of 
   Robert L. Spencer 
Joel L. Stoup  
Terry & Maria Tornek 
Mary Treat 
JoAnn M. Trinkle 
Norman & Suzanne Turf 
Bobby Urso 
Emmanuel Vasquez 
Ron & Roberta White 
Hueipin Yang 
June Yu 
 
SPONSOR ($60-$99) 
Gregory Alexander 
 

Jean Almeida, in honor of 
   Mary House's birthday 
San Fernando Valley Estate 
   Planning Council in honor of 
   Mary House 
Mona Field, Uptown Gay & 
   Lesbian Alliance 
Art & Suzy James 
Brooke Kugel 
Son Lieu 
Victoria Mason 
Marianne Marino Rorden, in 
   memory of Elizabeth Marino 
Paige Taylor in memory of 
   Alan Reinecke & 
   Susie Kyropoulos 
 
FRIEND (up to $59) 
Lisa Berger 
Shelly Berner 
Cecile & Jim Bys 
Maria Canela 
Sharon Chan 
Tamara Cognetta 
Avedis Frandjian 
William Gross in recognition 
   of Judge Mary Thornton 
   House (ret) 
William Jones 
Angela Kang 
Tom & Susan Kemp 
Robert & Jeanine Kornstein 
Adam & Renee Kotlewski 
Kathryn Kuby 
Rachel Kupfer-Weinstein 
Christine S Lee 
Milutin Marich 
Maja Mataric 
Gerald Matthes 
Tracy Miller 
James & Joanne Morse 
Zubin Olikara 
HelenMia Park 
Beth Pflueger 
Fernando & Linda Roth 
David Ruest 
Lois Russell 
Gabriel Ryder 
Mark Ryne 
Mary Lea Schander 
Laura-Jean Skykhuis 
Austin Tannous 
Barbara Watkins 
Mary Wilson 
 


